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decoration here suggests two courses of brick above the
rest of the wall. At this position, baked brick would be
useful as a protection from the waters of the roof and is
specifically recommended by Vitruvius.1 It is thus possi-
ble that walls of baked bricks were used, though sparingly,
by the Greeks.

The superiority of baked to sun-dried brick for such
portions of buildings as were especially exposed to mois-
ture was thoroughly appreciated by the Greeks. They
employed terra-cotta tiles (/cepajuos) of various shapes and
sizes for water conduits and drains, for pavements and
roof covering, and they moulded into ornamental forms
terra-cotta revetments for cornices, including the simae,
antefixes and acroteria. Considerable experimentation
was no doubt necessary before the conditions of baking
clay were fully understood, and yet we are amazed at the
intelligence displayed by the Greeks in their earliest
efforts in the manufacture of architectural terra-cottas.
The huge acroterion that crowned the gable of the Heraion
at Olympia has a hole in the middle, apparently to allow
the great disk to contract in the baking. It is cradled on
the back,2 evidently to prevent warping. The mouldings
with which it is decorated are made of a finer clay applied
before the baking. It was soon learned that the more
compact clays were subject to crack in the baking, hence
rougher clays, which were more porous and elastic, were
used as a background. On .the fine slip applied to the
exterior the ornamentation was incised and painted. .In
the case of roofing and drain tiles this exterior coating
was almost a vitreous glaze.

The problem of constructing with tiles was solved in

i Vitruvius, II, 8, 18.                            2 Olympia, II, 191.
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